
                                 Specific Learning Difficulty (SpLD) 

Description of Need 

Specific Learning Difficulty is the overall term used to describe a developmental condition that causes problems 

when using words – dyslexia, and problems using symbols – dyscalculia, and some other developmental problems.  

Dyslexia is the most common type of specific learning difficulty that students are likely to experience with about 

10% of the population having some form of dyslexia.  

‘Dyslexia is present when fluent and accurate word identification (reading) and/or spelling do not develop, or do so 

very incompletely or with great difficulty. This focuses on literacy learning at the ‘word level’ and implies that the 

problem is severe and persistent despite appropriate learning opportunities. It provides the basis of a staged as-

sessment through teaching.’ (British Psychological Society, 2000: Dyslexia, Literacy and Psychological Assessment.) 

Short-term memory, mathematics, concentration, personal organisation and speaking may be affected.  

QFT and target in class strategies  

 Tasks will need to be differentiated by level/outcome/pitch/pace and grouping, particularly in areas where 

literacy skills are required across the curriculum.  

 The pace and order of activities are adjusted in order to maintain attention.  

 The staff teach using a range of multi-sensory approaches taking into consideration the needs of each child.  

 Learning may occur through focussed or small group sessions. 

 Access to peer supported learning through Buddy schemes.  

 Effective spelling strategies which include syllabic spelling approaches.  

 Regular provision of subject specific spelling lists.  

 Strategies to support problem solving, and ability to sequence learning steps to task completion.  

 Alternative forms of recording which enables the student to demonstrate knowledge across the curriculum.  

Possible targeted intervention 

 Alternative forms of recording (Clicker 7)  

 Strategies to support weak spatial and perceptual and memory skills.  

 Pre and post tutoring in subject specific vocabulary.  

 Targeted spelling/phonic interventions (NESSY, Tricky words)  

 Study skills and mind mapping techniques.  

 Switched on reading  

 Handwriting sessions 

 Pre-learning activities (Vocabulary and writing skills)  

 Social skills programme e.g. Social Stories.  

Other sources of information (websites) 

 Www.dyslexia.uk.net/specific-learning-difficulties/ 

 Specific Learning Difficulties: current understanding, support systems, and technology-led interventions 

(publishing.service.gov.uk)  

 Www.helenarkell.org.uk/about-dyslexia/what-is-an-spld.php 

 https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk 

 https://www.nessy.com/uk 


