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Our aims this evening

To share an understanding of reading development with 
you.

 Introduce the ways we teach phonics and reading at 
Hartwell Primary School.

Explain our reading system and home learning.

Share strategies to support you at home with your 
child’s reading development.



Our reading vision

At Hartwell Primary, we intend to inspire a love a reading amongst 
all children. It is a passion shared amongst all staff at our school. 
Once a child can read, they can be successful in all areas of the 
curriculum.

This starts in our Reception classroom and what we do, and how 
you can support at home, will be shared with you in this workshop.

“Teach a child to read…keep that child reading and we will 
change everything. And I mean everything.”

Jeanette Winterson



Our Reading Environment

 Weekly 1:1 reading.
 Daily reading sessions.
 Storytime regularly throughout the week.
 Daily phonics.
 Weekly library visits.
 Reading in assembly. 
 From January 2022 – ‘bring in a book’.



Language Development

Spanish
24 speech sounds

26 letters to make up those 
sounds

29 graphemes

English
speech sounds

letters to make up those 
sounds

graphemes

44

26

150+



Task How many different ways can 
you think of to spell the sound 
‘or’?

For Poor
Pour

Core
Thaw Caught

Haunt
Boar

All 
War

Bought



How do we teach reading at Hartwell?

We use ‘Read Write Inc.’ as our phonics programme. 

We find this really useful as it not only meets national 
expectations, but because:
Children recall the rhyming phrases to help recall the letters.
Texts used match closely to the children’s developing phonics 

knowledge. 
The strategies included are inclusive for all children.
There are opportunities for 1:1 intervention.

We believe these are valuably important steps for our children at 
our school. 



Read Write Inc. in the school

It starts as soon as your child arrives in our Reception 
classroom.

Phonics occurs daily and is used regularly throughout the 
day (e.g. reading lessons or writing). 

Our aim is for all children to progress into Year 1 knowing 
confidently that they can read and spell words using their 
sound knowledge. 

By the end of Year 1, our school aims for all children to be 
accurate and speedy readers. 



Read Write Inc. in the classroom
Some vocabulary you may hear your child 
use…

Individual sounds – sounds with only one 
letters (e.g. a, s, t).

Digraphs/special friends – sounds that 
have two letters but make only one sound. 
(e.g. sh, ch, th)

Trigraphs – sounds that have three letters 
but make only one sound (e.g. igh)

Let’s have a go!

Set 1 sounds – This is started in Class 
R in September. These are individual 
sounds and some digraphs.

Set 2 – Class R start these in the Spring 
term once Set 1 is secure. Children will 
refine these when they start Year 1.
These are mainly digraphs but trigraphs 
are introduced.

Set 3 – These are taught in Year 1. They 
contain digraphs, trigraphs and split 
digraphs (e.g a_e).



These are all of the 
sounds that the children 
learn in Class R.

Since September, we 
have learnt Set 1. Let’s 
have a listen at how 
well they have done.



How do phonics help us to read?
Children are taught individual sounds.

Once the children know the first 5 sounds we start to teach them how to blend 
(squish the sounds together to hear them as a single word).

Once children can independently recognise sounds and blend confidently they 
are a reader.

Say “hello” to Fred. 

Fred can only talk in sounds...

He says “c_a_t.” Not cat.

We call this Fred Talk.



Learning to blend with the sounds we know…

Assisted blending 

Adult says/ repeats
sounds and supports child
to blend. At this stage your
child may need to words 
simplified (e.g. c-at or ca-t
rather than c-a-t)

Moving towards independent blending and then
blending of increasingly complex words)



Learning to blend and segment with the sounds we know…
Green words – contain all the sounds we know

*Fred talk
*Fred in your head
* Fred Fingers
*No Fred talk

Alien words!Red words

‘If it’s red it’s hard to Fred’

Grotty grapheme!

These words are learn by sight.



The English language is a complex code…
It would be easy if we only had to learn Set 1 and Set 2 sounds!!

Set 3 sounds – now need to know 
the letter names!

ay • play

• eight

• cake

• straight

ig
h • right

• pie

• kite

• fly



Set 3 sounds 

Only when set 1 
and 2 are 
effortless!

Splits...where’s my 
friend, he’s on the 

end!



THE IMPORTANCE OF ‘PINNY TIME’!

We ensure that the children are seeing and practising the sounds lots throughout the 
day, especially those who are finding it difficult to recall them.  

This will speed up the recall of Speed Sounds!



Early Years – 15 minutes a day, speed sounds and word time. Building 
to 30 minutes by the end of the year

Reading and Writing in RWI

• 10 minutes 
• Recap, learn 

new
• Word time

Speed 
sounds

Daily Fred Talk for 
blending

Daily reading session 
to develop word, 

sentence and 
comprehension skills 

e.g. prediction/ 
inference

Reading



Silent signals…keep the pace!

RWI techniques…some of the things 
you may hear about!

Praise, praise praise…

1, 2, 3 well done me!
Fan-tastic!

Positivity and passion…

All of us want all of the 
children to do very well, to 
enjoy and to achieve!

Participation…no passengers!

MTYT
TTYP
Talk Partners

Repeat these phrases at 
home.



How to help your child read at home

What do we 
currently do?



Regular pronouncing of the sounds…

Remember no ‘fuh’ and ‘luh’!

Reading stories at home
Read favourite stories over and over again- reading MUST be fun!

Model ‘good’ reading to children with expression and enthusiasm

Let children see you reading- books, papers, magazines.

Have reading sessions where you don’t read any words- use the pictures to make up your own story! 

Read some stories at a higher level than they can read themselves.

Support them to read their home reading books. Focus heavily on talking about what you know/ 
think you know/ make predictions about what might happen. Compare to other books they have 
read.

Have fun with fred talk!

“What a tidy r-oo-m!”
“Where’s your c-oa-t?”   
“Time for b-e-d!”



Red words

‘If it’s red it’s hard to Fred’

Grotty grapheme!

These words are learn by sight.

We focus on a ‘red’ word a week.

Model in a sentence orally.
Repeated reading at home of the word.



It is not a race through levels…there are many skills involved!

Remember! Read books closely matched to their developing phonic 
knowledge (if we rush them children will struggle and lose confidence) 

•Read with fluency and expression

Enjoy every book 3-4 times a week - find something new every time. Confident 
children are the most successful children.

Children need to be exposed to words several times before they become fluent and 
automatic. 

Ensure children can recall what they have read. Do they truly understand? 

We aim for the children to be able to read as storytellers with the appropriate 
expression and intonation and therefore understanding. 

Supporting our reading scheme



The Simple View 
of Reading



Resources that can help at home

Oxford Owl – a free website to sign up to that 
provides ebooks linked to a child’s reading ability 
and age.

Ruth Miskin – google ‘Read Write Inc. at home’ 
and click the first Ruth Miskin link. This website 
provided free support videos and documents to 
replicate our in school lessons. 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/

‘Mr Thorne does phonics’ on YouTube – excellent 
sound pronunciation and blending videos to 
follow for your child!

Phonics Play – www.phonicsplay.co.uk) –
interactive games (some need a subscription).

Use the environment!

Look out for words on signs or packages. 

Games
Sound bingo
I spy

See our table for 
some games (online 
purchases)

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

