
                                  General Learning Difficulties 

Description of Need 

In most cases, this refers to having difficultly acquiring basic numeracy and literacy skills, as well as corresponding 

speech and language difficulties. Students may find it hard to deal with abstract ideas and some may have poor 

social skills or show signs of emotional and behavioural difficulties. Children who are receiving interventions at 

school are not necessarily categorised as having general learning difficulties. 

General Learning Difficulties should be considered if:  

 Additional resources are needed in order for a child to access learning which is  otherwise accessible to     

students 

 Problems are consistent with regards to memory and problem solving skills 

 Problems are consistent with processing, organising  and coordinating spoken and written language 

 Problems are consistent with sequencing and organising steps 

 Problems are consistent  with fine and gross motor skills 

 Problems are consistent with understanding ideas, concepts and experiences when information cannot 

gained through sensory or physical experiences 

QFT and target in class strategies  

 Differentiation through level/outcome/pitch/pace/grouping to ensure the development of literacy,             

numeracy, expressive language and communication skills. 

 Promote interpersonal skills with other student to support behaviour and emotional difficulties.  

 Staff are skilled in adjusting the pace in order to ensure that students maintain their attention, as well as   

being aware of mild sensory impairment, fine motor development and medical issues that could affect this.  

 Students may benefit from small group/focused teaching and pre-learns.  

 Use of multi-sensory teaching strategies with a focus on phonological awareness or  motor skills programme. 

Students may receive support for:  

 developing language and communication skills 

 Developing listening and attention skills 

 Group work on targets, focusing on targets from the provision map for basic skills 

 Practical work with concrete visual materials to establish concepts and skills, revision and overlearning.    

Possible targeted intervention 

 Switched On Reading 

 Inference Training 

 Plus 1 and Power of 1 

 Read, Write Inc. Phonics 

 Sensory Circuits 

 NESSY 

 Drawing and Talking  

Other sources of information (websites) 

 https://www.mencap.org.uk/learning-disability-explained/learning-difficulties 

 https://www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/special-educational-needs/learning/moderate-learning-

difficulties  

 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/learning-disabilities/ 

https://www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/special-educational-needs/learning/moderate-learning-difficulties
https://www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/special-educational-needs/learning/moderate-learning-difficulties

