
                          Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

Description of Need 

Students with Autistic Spectrum Disorders experience difficulties falling within a triad of impairments 

affecting   social interaction and relationships, social communication, flexible thinking, behaviour and sen-

sory challenges. Autistic spectrum disorders occur across a wide range of abilities and may also be found 

in combination with other difficulties. Some of the characteristic difficulties students experiences include:  

Difficulties in understanding social situations and responding to normal environmental cues;  

 Difficulty in intuitively sensing other people’s feeling and intentions;  

  Inappropriate or limited social initiative and problems with establishing and maintaining reciprocal 

relationships;  

 Rigidity of thinking and a tendency to follow personal agendas which are not easily amenable to 

adult direction with an absence of awareness of the needs or emotions of others;  

 Difficulty with open-ended or unstructured situations and with change;  

 High susceptibility to anxiety and stress;  

 Limitations in expressive or creative activities extending to obsessive interests or repetitive activi-

ties;  

 Impaired use of language, either expressive or receptive, which may include odd intonation, literal 

interpretations and idiosyncratic phrases and may extend to more bizarre expressive forms and lim-

ited expression, reducing the potential for two-way communication. Good vocabulary may lead oth-

ers to overestimate the true level of understanding;  

 Difficulty in processing and navigating environments; eg. transitioning from activities, rooms, year 

groups and schools;  

QFT and target in class strategies  

 Help in acquiring, comprehending and using language. 

 Support to articulate ideas in the classroom. 

 Support in organising and coordinating oral and written language.  

 Areas provided as a ’safe space’  if required.  

 Consistency within the classroom in terms of organisation, structure, routines, space and place. 

  Specific visual timetables to support daily organisation.  

 Additional access to ICT.  

 Self-regulation strategies. 

 Provision map targets will be addressed through individual, small group and class work within the 

curriculum framework.  

 Strategies used to facilitate transfer from one school/teacher to another, may include passports, 

one page profiles, a familiarisation book of photos of the new environment, a file of coping strate-

Possible targeted intervention—Social stories, Play buddies, Sensory circuits 

Other sources of information (websites) 

 https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/SEND/local-

offer/Documents/NCC%20Local%20Offer%20-%20 

 https://www.autismeastmidlands.org.uk/family-child-services/northamptonshire/ 

 https://talkautism.co.uk/  

 https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/cypaa/  


