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Aims of our workshop

To understand the writing expectations in 
Reception at Hartwell Primary School.

To understand how a number of skills are 
incorporated into your child’s writing. 

To become aware of how to support your child’s 
writing at home. 



What is writing?

Writing is the process of using recognisable symbols 
to communicate thoughts and ideas in a readable 
form.

Why do we write?

To communicate with others
To stimulate interest of action
To remember key information



Activity: What is it like for our 
children when they start to write?

On the pieces of paper in front of, please write 
your name but you must use your non-dominant 
hand and the Greek alphabet!



What do successful writers need?

Physical strength (being able to hold a writing 
position and strong wrist support)

Coordination
Confident phonics knowledge
A desire to write
To be regular readers



Using phonics in writing

Think of the 
word(s)

Sound it out 
(Fred Talk, 

Fred Fingers, 
Fred in your 

Head)

Match the 
correct 

letters to 
sounds

Form the 
correct 
letter(s)

Use 
punctuation

box  b/o/x (3 Fred Fingers)  b/o/x, b/o/c/s, 
b/o/k/s, b/o/ck/s  it is in a box  It is in a box.



The spelling stages of development

jInt
jIant
Jighnt
Jiant
giant

Children will use their 
sound knowledge to 
spell. This is a 
progressive and 
developmental –
correct spelling is not
expected immediately.



Having a desire to write

This means writing is meaningful and purposeful, 
to help develop an interest in writing rather than 
see it as just a ‘task’. 

We ensure:
Our writing having a focused outcome or purpose 

(e.g. an invitation)
Regular praise 
Being able to read back our writing



The more a child reads, the more knowledge 
they gain into writing. This includes:
Learning new vocabulary
Sentence structure
Ideas for sentences
Intrinsic understanding of texts (fiction and 

non-fiction)
Improved spelling

Reading impacting writing



Our role in school

We always aim to:

 Teach phonics everyday (phonic sessions and similar 
activities)

 Securing the tripod pencil grip in a dominant hand

 Teach correct letter formation (morning work and 
handwriting practise)

 Opportunities for hand and upper body strength (e.g. 
PE, Cosmic Yoga, Dough Disco, Pen Disco)

 Provide exciting and meaningful opportunities to evoke 
a desire to write



Our writing provision
• A specific writing table with organisation and free choice of 

resources
• Writing activities set up weekly
• Outdoor writing opportunities
• Phonics display
• Writing displayed termly
• Every child has their own phonic speeds sound chart in their drawer
• They also have their own set of phonic cards to use at the writing 

table
• Own whiteboards and equipment

When we do our writing lessons, we provide:
• Talking tins/pegs
• Triangular ‘chunky’ pencils
• Magnetic letters
• Finger spaces
• Capital letters chart

Please feel free to 

have a look at 

these at the end.



Our writing journey
Autumn term

• Legible letter 
formation

• Regular phonics

• Hand and upper 
body strength

• Writing 
CVC/CVCC 
words using 
phonic skills

• An introduction 
into simple 
sentences

• Learning to 
hold a sentence

Spring term

• Legible letter 
formation

• Regular phonics

• Hand and 
upper body 
strength

• Securing simple 
sentence 
writing, with 
increasing 
independence

• Securing full 
stops and finger 
spaces

• Reading back 
my work

Summer term

• Legible letter 
formation

• Regular phonics

• Hand and 
upper body 
strength

• Writing more 
sentences (e.g. 
story writing)

• Capital letters

• Some common 
exception words

• Transition 
into Y1 – using 
simple 
adjectives

Year 1

All of this, in 
addition to (for 
example):

• Adding some 
prefixes and 
suffixes to 
words

• Joining clauses 
with ‘and’

• Using question 
marks and 
exclamation 
marks



How can I help at home?

 Read daily with your child – both our books and yours.

 Creating opportunities to develop strength (e.g. trips to 
the park, doing yoga at home etc.)

 Support correct pencil grip and letter formation

 Encourage opportunities to write (cards, letters, stories, 
captions to photos – there are lots!)

Remember, it does not have to be perfect!

Triangular pencils are amazing!



Writing project 
 Starting during the last week of term, we introduce a 

writing project to complete weekly. 

 Children are asked to keep a ‘sunflower diary’ with regards 
to a sunflower that they are asked to care for (started in 
school). This is for a short number of weeks.

 Children are asked to write at least one sentence a week, 
with feedback given by myself after it has been handed in. 
This will be modelled to them during this week, with a 
supporting video also provided to you via Class Dojo.

 Intent: This supports part of the children’s transition into 
Year 1, and provides further practise to writing 
sequentially.



Thank you for your support and for listening. 

Please ask if you have any questions!

Please feel free to look through your child’s writing book 
to see their journey so far. You will be amazed!


