
Tuesday 1st October 2019

Let’s Read! 



This evening our aim is to...

Share an understanding of reading development with you

Introduce the way we teach phonics and reading at Hartwell 
Primary School

Explain our reading system and home learning

Share strategies to support you at home with your child’s reading 
development



The Power of Reading

Hartwell Primary School is passionate about every child 
becoming a confident and fluent reader. Once a child can 
read they can be successful in all areas of the curriculum. 



Jeanette Winterson

“Teach a child to read…keep 
that child reading and we will 
change everything. And I mean 
everything.”



Language Development

Spanish
24 speech sounds

26 letters to make up those 
sounds

29 graphemes

English
speech sounds

letters to make up those 
sounds

graphemes

44

26

150+



For Poor

Pour

Core

Thaw Caught

Haunt

Boar

All 
War

Bought

How many different ways can you 

write ‘or’? 



Why                    Phonics?
A complete literacy programme - systematic and structured. 

Meets the demands of the new national curriculum, giving your children the best chance 
of success in the national tests. 

Starting at the beginning...Early Years
•Read storybooks and non-fiction books closely matched to their developing phonic 
knowledge
•Read with fluency and expression
•Work well with a partner
Aim at the end of Year 1...
Children are accurate and speedy readers

One-to-one tutoring - no child is left behind. 



What does Read 
Write Inc look 

like in the 
classroom?



How do phonics help us to read?

Say “hello” to Fred. 

Fred can only talk in sounds...

He says “c_a_t.” Not cat.

We call this Fred Talk.

• Children are taught individual sounds
• Once the children know the first 5 sounds we start to 

teach them how to blend (squish the sounds together to 
hear them as a single word)

• Once children can independently recognise sounds and 
blend confidently they are a reader 



The Speed SoundsSpecial friends...2 
letters that make 1 

sound

http://sixpennyhandleyschool.co.uk/curriculum-english


Learning to blend with the sounds we know…

Assisted blending 

Adult says/ repeats
sounds and supports child
to blend. At this stage your
child may need to words 

simplified e.g. c-at or ca-t
rather than c-a-t 

Moving towards independent blending and then
blending of increasingly complex words

c
a

t



Learning to blend and segment with the 
sounds we know…

Green words – contain all the sounds we know

*Fred talk
*Fred in your head
*No Fred talk

Alien words!

Red words

‘If it’s red it’s hard to Fred’

Grotty grapheme!



The English language is a complex code…
It would be easy if we only had to learn Set 1 and Set 2 sounds!!

Set 3 sounds – now need to 
know the letter names!

ay • play

• eight

• cake

• straight

ig
h • right

• pie

• kite

• fly



Set 3 sounds 

Only when set 1 
and 2 are 
effortless!

Splits...where’s my 
friend, he’s on the 

end!



The importance of ‘pinny time’!

We ensure that the children are seeing and practising the sounds lots throughout the 
day, especially those who are finding it difficult to recall them.  

This will speed up the recall of Speed Sounds!



Early Years – 15 minutes a day, speed sounds and word time. Building 
to 30 minutes by the end of the year

Reading and Writing in RWI

• 10 minutes 
• Recap, learn 

new
• Word time

Speed 
sounds

Daily Fred Talk for 
blending

Daily reading session 
to develop word, 

sentence and 
comprehension skills 

e.g. prediction/ 
inference

Reading



Silent signals…keep the 
pace!

RWI techniques…some of the things you 
may hear about!

Praise, praise praise…

1, 2, 3 well done me!
Fan-tastic!

Positivity and passion…

All of us want all of the 
children to do very well, to 
enjoy and to achieve!

Participation…no 
passengers!

MTYT
TTYP
Paired work – lolly sticks
Choral work, popcorn, 
word wave etc. 



How to help your child read at home



Practise pronouncing the sounds…

Remember no ‘fuh’ and ‘luh’!

Reading stories at home
Read favourite stories over and over again- reading MUST be fun!

Model ‘good’ reading to children with expression and enthusiasm

Let children see you reading- books, papers, magazines

Have reading sessions where you don’t read any words- use the pictures to make up your own story! 

Read some stories at a higher level than they can read themselves.

Support them to read their home reading books. Focus heavily on talking about what you know/ think you 
know/ make predictions about what might happen. Compare to other books they have read

Watch the RWI storytime at home video on their website for hints and tips.

Have fun with Fred Talk!

“What a tidy r-oo-m!”
“Where’s your c-oa-t?”   
“Time for b-e-d!”



It is not a race through levels…there are many skills involved!

Remember! Read books closely matched to their developing phonic 
knowledge (if we rush them children will struggle and lose confidence) 

•Read with fluency and expression

Enjoy every book at least twice (3-4 times is even better)- find something new 
every time. Confident children are the most successful children.

Children need to be exposed to words several times before they become fluent 
and automatic. 

Ensure children can recall what they have read. Do they truly understand? 

We aim for the children to be able to read as storytellers with the appropriate 
expression and intonation and therefore understanding. 

Supporting our reading scheme



Simple View of reading 



Resources that can help at home

• Phonics play website for interactive online games

• Mr Thorne’s phonics- excellent for helping with 
pronunciation of sounds 

• Ruth Miskin- RWI website (parent information)



Thank You!


